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NEWS RELEASE


16th June 2008. For immediate release.

CHIEF EXECUTIVE OF YOUTH AT RISK UK AWARDED MBE
IN QUEEN’S BIRTHDAY HONOURS
Neil Wragg, Chief Executive Officer of groundbreaking charity Youth at Risk, has been awarded an MBE in the Queen’s Birthday Honours in recognition of his services to young people.

Neil embarked on a career in social work following a spell in the armed forces and worked extensively across both the public and voluntary sectors before joining the London Borough of Enfield with responsibility for community development. Here he experienced first hand Youth at Risk’s innovative approach to working with and for disaffected and alienated young people. Such was the success of this programme and the impact it had on him personally that he resigned his position and went to work for the charity, becoming Chief Executive in 1994.  
His passionate and unerring commitment to transforming the lives of young people and the communities in which they live, his deep and intuitive understanding of ‘the human condition’ and his visionary approach to engaging with young people have been and remain the driving force behind Youth at Risk. They have seen the charity’s reputation for bringing about fundamental and lasting change through innovative interventions such as ‘Ballet Hoo’, chronicled in the memorable Channel 4 series, grow and grow. In the wider context Youth at Risk’s philosophy and methodology are beginning to influence the development of future policy relating to disaffected and alienated young people in today’s society.

“I have the privilege of leading an amazing group of people who share my passion and my vision” said Wragg. “That’s the real honour, and this award is recognition of the outstanding work they do. We continue to be inspired by the young people we work with and what they can achieve when enabled to address the issues in their lives and to recognise and fulfil their potential” 
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